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NKU 2011: Several members of the NKU Class of 2011 pose for a class photo during the New Kent University 2011

graduation reception on November 9, 2011.
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New Kent University concludes pfth
year; sigh up now for 2012 session

New Kent University (NKU), a 10-
week citizen education program geared
toward those interested in the inner-op-
erations of New Kent County, wrapped up
November 9, 2011.

The purpose of NKU is to give local
residents insight and an overview of how
local government operates. The prst pve
years of the program went extremely
well,

“We have learned as much from the
citizens participating in NKU as we hope
they learned from us,” County Adminis-
trator Cabell Lawton said at the conclu-
sion of this year’s program.

One of this year’s participants said, “I
am very pleased with how our County is
trying to prepare for all future needs — be-
yond 2011 and toward the future — such as
Public Utilities and the Schools.”

Through NKU, participants become fa-

miliar with the inner workings of several
New Kent’s departments and facilities and
they get an up-close view of day-to-day
government procedure. The class takes a
peld trip to several Parks and Recreation
facilities, the airport and the Visitors &
Commerce Center, among others.

One location that most students enjoy
particularly is the County’s wastewater
treatment facility. Many who visit the Par-
ham Landing facility say they see County
water in a whole new light.

Several department heads from New
Kent Public Utilities, Parks and Recre-
ation, Ofpce of the Commissioner of the
Revenue, Economic Development and the
like, offer presentations to participants
of the University. The goal is to build a
bridge of understanding and mutual re-
spect between New Kent County residents
and the County government.

In NKU’s inaugural year in 2007, one
participant said, “The fact that the County
began the program speaks volumes about
the pride of our elected and appointed
county ofpcials and their employees.6

Staff and elected ofpcials are commit-
ted to making New Kent University an
on-going, annual educational opportunity
that will continue to be an experience to
remember. The next semester of NKU will
begin in August 2012.

The university is offered free of charge
as a public service to those who live or
work in the County, on a prst-come, prst-
serve basis for those who pll out a regis-
tration form. Enrollment is limited to 25
participants. Those who wish to be added
to the waiting list for 2012 may contact
Executive Assistant Krista Eutsey by e-

mail at kmeutsey@co.newkent.state.va.us
or by phone at (804) 966-9683.

Agricultural and Forestal Districts: Protecting
the rural character of New Kent County

The Agricultural and Forestal District
(AFD) program in New Kent County was
designed to protect and to encourage agri-
culture and forestry in the county.

The AFD program develops a mutual
understanding between landowners and
the locality to protect and enhance agri-
cultural and forestal land as a viable seg-
ment of the County’s economy and as an
economic resource of major importance.
It is also a method to conserve and pro-
tect these lands as valued natural and eco-
logical resources which provide essential
functions such as open space, watershed
protection, wildlife habitat, as well as pro-
tecting New Kent’s rural character.

The AFD program provides landown-
ers with certain tax benepts and restric-
tions on government actions to protect the
agricultural and forestal use of their land.
Landowners enrolled in the program must
agree not to develop their land to a more
intensive non-agricultural or forestal use
during the term of the district (which is 4
to 10 years).

In return, the property’s value is as-
sessed at a lower rate and the govern-
ment agrees to provide various protec-
tions from non-agricultural interference
and development pressure. The County
Code regarding the AFD’s and the items
required to be eligible can be found at

http://libraryl.municode.com/default-
test/home.htm?infobase=13371&doc_
action=whatsnew.

New Kent County is currently accept-
ing applications for the Agricultural and
Forestal District (AFD) Program. Applica-
tions are available in the New Kent Coun-
ty Environmental Division ofpce and on
the County website at http://www.co.new-

kent.va.us/Environmental/Apps&Forms/

AFD%20Application.pdf.
The completed application must be re-

ceived no later than 4:30 p.m. Thursday,
March 1, 2012. For additional information
please call the Environmental Division at
(804) 966-8580.







